
The Honorable Jay Dickey
U.S. House of Representatives

YWashington, D.C. 20fj15

I am in the military, and derive many hours of en.joyment from build
ing and operating radio controlled model airplanes; I have been inter-
ested in aviation as long as I can remember. I am very active in a
local club whose members enjoy constructing and operating radio con
trolled model aircraft. I also fly my model aircraft in competition,
and sometimes drive to another state to do so. I have even flown my
model airplanes in other countries while stationed there.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The pro
ceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use
and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for control-
ling model airplanes. ,
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suIt, many" land mobi,le frequencies will move closer to the radio con
trol frequeiil:).j,.e~'aJ;id~cause interference to radio control operations_ I
am told that 0'f~the--50 frequencies that are presently available for
radio control of mo~el airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if
these new rules are~adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property_ Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety
will be greatly reduced.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10
feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are
expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio frequen9Y.,~~;;,"
terference causes the operator to lose control of_""thf3.",~Jc.- ' "-, ' -, .
often fly our models at organized events and, conteatalt"'~~li: ~""
operators participate. We need the use of our full complemeXl'e't
frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users
of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in
our radio control equipment. I personally own 15 model aircraft, each
with its own radio control system, worth approximately $8000 total that
would be rendered unusable if this frequency assignment is adopted. 'rhe
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like
myself_

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72 - 76 MHz band.

Sincerly,
Robert L. Harberson

PMtJf--~



FEB 23 1993

Honarble Jay Dickey

U.S. House of Represenatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Dickey,

J

February 17, 1993

I would like to express my opposition to

to proposed FCC Action NPRM Docket 92-235.

I am a builder and flier of radio controlled model airplanes.

Since I am retired, I derive many hours of pleasure from this

hobby.Also, I have invested several thousand dollars in airplanes,

radios and related equipment. If the FCC adopts this proposal,

I feel it will jeopardize my hobby.

It~~rel ,

t.R. Ue ert

2504 Pinson

Texarkana, AR 75504


